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What's in a barge?
The first requirement of a ovster farm barge s stability,
closely followed by duna

sturdy/safe/low /flac platform capable of carrving up to 11

lity. The barpe has to offer a
tonnes of harvested product, The barge must sit low in the
water for ease of lifting oysters onboard. 1deally, it should
fit easily berween rows of oysters — at Sm apart — so no
wider than, say, 3.5m and up o 12m long,

Farm workers spend much of their tme in waisc-deep
water, Biemember, a barge will need to be manhandled

on the farm, and powered by a single outhoard moror.
with a raised bow, with a slight dead-rise so as wo assist in
SLECTAZEWIY.

Te Matuku Bays ovster barge Tienwd (which means
‘plentiful ovsters”) fits these design specs well,

Designed by De Villiers Design in Keriken, the hull
is extremely tough. The design 15 a breakaway from the
tradicional frames and stringers. Because of the expecred
heavy loads, it wses a tight nerwork of frames and
longitudinal bulkheads — making for a network of strong,

solid deck-to-hull sections giving a strong, robust big-ship
Mat Upchurch 5

sorting spat double botcom rype of construction.

This 15 importane because the barge may be beached
oday the farms are operated by Watheke Marine fully loaded and then must support the deadweight of

Farms Limited — a joine venre berween three a tonne of oysters per square metre in crates on deck
Waihcke families — although the oysters are withour risk of crushing,
.. marketed and branded as Te Matuku Ovysters Builr by Commando Boats in Aucklind and constructed
Like mast oyster farms, Te Matuka Bay is stll recovering from 5083 marine grade alloy, the hull bottom is 6mm
from the 2010 oyster virus, The farm buys spar from plate, the sides and bulkheads 5mm and the deck 6mm
the Cawthron Institute hatchery in MNelson and has the tread plate. There are four longirdinal grounding strakes
capacity to reach full production of 150,000 dozen oysters under the hull to assist with macking and grounding,
per vear in the next few vears. There 15 2 low, raised bow secoon with an open deck
Given the demands of this tough, labour-intensive locker for ropes and anchor and a mooring bollard. There
business, all the equipment the farm uses has o be both i5 also a small lockable deck locker for arractive items
well-designed and hard-wearing. The workhore of the Down aft, the steering console i@ simple and positioned
farm is the oyster barge — and i design s something that  just ahead of the ourboard motor.
is well-considered Powered by a 100hp four-stroke outboard motor, the
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barge can get up and move when required — but more

importantly, when fully loaded she has the power to stay
out of trouble.

[e Matuku Bay Owsters partier Nat Upchurch said they
wanted 2 strong, no-nonsense barge, one that can take
the hard working emvironment of an oyster farm. Since
entering service, Mat said, this new barge Tionur has shown

‘\-.I'll.' MIeers his requIrenmients

LA, Tim
Beam 3.08m
Craft lightship 100mm
Craft laden H5mm
Eepth 445mm
Waight 3,280 kgs including cutboard

Displacament
Power

Top speed
Laden speed
Casigner
Buildes

www, workboats.co.nz

2 280 kgs lzden

Single 100hp four stoke outboard motor

15 knots
W knots
Ca Villkars Design
Commands Boats

WHEN HEAVY

DUTY MEETS .

Dia you think that advanced and electronically
controlled diesel engines are not heavy duty?
Think again.

This is the new Volvo Penta D13 MH:
* A new level of reliability

* Bxtended service intervals

* Reduced fuel consumption

« EPA Tier 5 emission compliant

RATING 1 (HEAVY DUTY) KW/HP: 294/400, 331/450, 3707503
RATING 2 (MEDIUM DUTY) KW/HP: 407 /554, 441,600

ALSO AVAILABLE AS AUXILIARY ENGINE AND COMPLETE
MARINE GENSET.

VOLVO
PENTA

wiww. volvopenta.com
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